
TOWN OF SKOWHEGAN
HERITAGE COUNCIL

Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, January 5, 2016

Council Room, Municipal Building
5:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Shirley Whittemore, Vice Chairman
Judie McCarthy , Secretary
Katie Ouilette
Evalyn Bowman
Robert Washburn
Cynthia Kirk, Recording Secretary

ABSENT:
Gail Kay, Chairman
Carol Lam
Jessica Dionne
Andre Pied
Theresa Taylor
Andrew Russakoff

PUBLIC PRESENT: None

1.  Call to order & quorum
     Meeting called to order at 5:05 pm, quorum was not present.

2.  Minutes of the December 1, 2015 Heritage Council Meetings to be approved.
   Quorum was not present.

3.  Items for Discussion:
A. Dudley Corner Schoolhouse

-Update
Shirley said they still have the furniture at the Mechanic Street school that needs to be 
moved out and brought to the Dudley Corner School.  They are going to have to wait 
until springtime once the snow is gone to move it now.  Then once that is done they can 
turn the Mechanic Street School back over to the town .  

B.  Local Cemeteries
Shirley said she has not talked to Carol lately but she knows she is having some   
medical issues right now. 

C.  Interviews with senior citizens
Judie said that they did not get any of the last 4 interviews they did recorded for some 
reason.  Something happened with the camera.  Apparently the way it was originally set



up is was not saving the recordings to the sd card.  Lynn Perry has told her that the 
interviews may still be stored on the camera so she is going to work with Laura Richter 
and try to retrieve them off it if they can.  She said they may need to open the internal 
hard drive in the camera.  The students can start working on the cd's they have.  Judie 
said they have contacted some of the people they interviewed and they are willing to do
it again.  Judie said once they get the camera working right and the sd cards cleared off 
she would like to start interviewing again maybe 2- 3 times a month.   Shirley said she 
would like to come up with a new list of people they should contact to possibly 
interview.  If everyone could come up with a few names then they could make an 
updated list for the next meeting. Everyone agreed they should start by getting the 
camera over to Lynn Perry to see if she can retrieve anything off it now.  Evalyn said if 
they need any help with interviewing she is happy to help. 

 D.  Abner Coburn Day
 Rob said they will be at the court house this year.  He will go through the slide show 
and he really wants to talk more about how Abner Coburn helped steal the county seat 
from Norridgewock.   This will be on March 22, 2016 but he can't remember what time 
he set up with them.  Rob said we need someone in charge of refreshments, invitations 
and getting a new banner.   Katie said she has already written a letter to Bill Green and 
she can get invitations done. Katie said she can also get the new banner.   Evalyn said 
she can take care of the refreshments.  They can finalize everything at the February 
meeting. 

4. Items by Members:
 Rob said they should look into reinstating the Boston Post Cane here in Skowhegan for the 

oldest person in town.  He knows they used to do it in the past but has not seen it for some time. 
Last he knew they never got it back from the last person they gave it to.     He thinks this would be 
a great project for the Heritage Council to do for the town.     If they can't find it then maybe they 
could buy a new one.  Cindy said she can check with Christine Almand and see what she might 
know about it.  Rob said they might have to put an ad in the paper or have Doug Harlow come in 
and write an article for the paper to try and find out who the oldest person in town is. 

 Meeting adjourned at 5:55pm.

Minutes Approved
February 2, 2016
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