
TOWN OF SKOWHEGAN
HERITAGE COUNCIL

Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, February 2, 2016

Council Room, Municipal Building
5:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Gail Kay, Chairman
Shirley Whittemore, Vice Chairman
Judie McCarthy , Secretary (arrived @ 5:15 pm and left at 5:20 pm)
Katie Ouilette
Evalyn Bowman
Theresa Taylor
Robert Washburn (arrived @ 5:10 pm)
Cynthia Kirk, Recording Secretary

ABSENT:
Carol Lam
Jessica Dionne
Andre Pied
Andrew Russakoff

PUBLIC PRESENT: None

1.  Call to order & quorum
     Meeting called to order at 5:05 pm, quorum was  present.

2.  Minutes of the December 1, 2015 and January 5, 2016 Heritage Council Meetings to be 
approved.

   Motion by Shirley Whittemore to accept the December 1, 2015 and January 5, 2016 Heritage
Council Meetings minutes as written.  Seconded by Evalyn Bowman.  Motion passed 6-0.   

3.  Items for Discussion:
A. Dudley Corner Schoolhouse

 Gail said she doesn't have anything new happening right now.  She said we will have to 
wait till spring to get the items moved from the Mechanic Street School to the Dudley 
Corner School.  
Cindy asked Gail if Jessica had gotten in touch with her about the paint at the Dudley 
Corner School.  She said she hadn't.  Cindy said when she talked to Jessica a couple 
weeks ago she hadn't gone and gotten it out of the school because she thought Gail was 
going to.  Gail said she had told Jessica that she had a place to store it at her house if she
wanted to go get it and bring it over.  Gail said she will get in contact with Jessica. 



B.  Local Cemeteries
Katie said she doesn't think she if doing well physically.  Gail said that is too bad and 
she has done so much work with the cemeteries which is wonderful.  Theresa said she 
had gone to one of the Cemetery Committee meetings and they continue to send her 
information on what is happening with them.  She said the sexton uses the work that 
Carol had done on a regular basis. 

C.  Interviews with senior citizens
Judie gave an update on what is happening with the filming and the tech team.  She has 
been spending a lot of time with them.  She said as of right now they haven't been able 
to get any videos off the camera but they are still trying.  What Lynn wants them to do 
is purchase a few sd cards so they can start doing some interviews again.  Then once 
they get a sd card full they can bring it to them to work on and they can use the other 
one to continue with the interviews.  That way they can keep rotating them around.  She
would like to see them be doing at least 3-4 interviews a month so they can get the ones
they lost and have enough stuff for them to work on until school closes.  Judie said that 
Andre has also offered to help them with taking the videos of the interviews.  Judie said
she also found a notice in the paper about applying for a grant which may help them to 
get the VHS tapes converted.  She will bring that in the next meeting to see if it's 
something they want to do.  Judie said she is going to go ahead and purchase the sd 
cards herself.  Shirley asked if anyone had come up with some new names for them to 
interview.  Everyone said they can work on it for the next meeting.

 D.  Abner Coburn Day
Shirley gave everyone a keychain that she has made with Abner Coburn on it.   Rob 
said he has made arrangements for a new banner.  Evalyn said she is still going to take 
care of the refreshments but she isn't sure where to take them in the court house and 
how to set them up.  Rob said he isn't exactly sure where they are going to be because it
depends on how many people show up.  He said probably one of the conference rooms 
will work for the day and they can also tour around the building as well.  Evalyn asked 
what time she should be there.  Rob said 1:30pm should be fine.  Katie said she has 
talked to someone at WCSH and she has given Rob a number to call to get in touch 
with Bill Green.  She said hopefully they will be able to get him there.  
Katie said she hasn't gotten the invitations done yet.  She will get those done.  Rob will 
get in touch with her regarding the list of people to invite so we can get those done and 
out.  Rob also asked Katie if she had contacted Doug Harlow about doing an article 
about Abner Coburn Day.  She said she hasn't yet but she will.  Rob asked if we could 
get some more brochures printed.  Cindy said she can.  He said no more than 40-50 
should be good.  

4. Items by Members:
 Rob said they had talked about reinstating the Boston Post Cane at the last meeting 

which is something he is hoping they can do.  Cindy said she talked to the town manager 
and was told that anytime they would like to come into a Selectmen's meeting and bring 
that up under the items by the public they are welcome to.  Rob asked if the town manager 
knew if we had the Boston Post Cane back yet.  Cindy said she wasn't sure where it is.  Rob 



will do some checking to see if he can find out who had it last.  Katie said she remembers 
an Allen Karnes having gotten it at some point.  Rob said he will attend a Selectmen's 
meeting sometime soon and bring that up.  Evalyn said she would be happy to join him 
when he does.  

 Motion by Evalyn Bowman to adjourn the meeting at 5:45pm. Seconded by Shirley 
Whittemore. Motion passed 6-0. 

Minutes Approved
March 1, 2016

____________________________ ______________________________

____________________________ ______________________________

____________________________ ______________________________

        _____________________________   ______________________________

       _____________________________    _______________________________


