TOWN OF SKOWHEGAN
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
MINUTES
February 2, 2016
6:00 P.M.

Council Room, Municipal Building

PRESENT:

Joe Dembeck, Chairman

Robert McGorty, Vice Chairman
Corey Johnson

Tristen Hinkle

Cynthia Kirk, Recording Secretary

ABSENT:
Sherri Vigue
Derek Ellis
Corey Hinkle

PUBLIC PRESENT:

1) QUORUM:
Conservation Commission meeting called to order at 6:00 PM, quorum was present.

2) MINUTES OF THE January 5, 2016 CONSERVATION MEETINGS TO BE APPROVED:
Motion by Joe Dembeck to approve the January 5, 2016 Conservation Committee minutes as written.
Seconded by Bob McGorty. Motion passed 4-0.

3) OLD BUSINESS:
Bob said the only thing for old business is the calendar that Derek was working on with SPARC. They

had discussed looking at it and seeing which event they might was to collaborate on. Joe said he will put
that in his notes for the next meeting.

4) NEW BUSINESS:
- USFWS Water Temperature Monitoring- Potential Project
Joe said as part of the stream monitoring that they have been doing on the Cold Brook and Whitten
Brook, they may have the opportunity to get a bunch of water temperature monitoring equipment from
USFWS to be able to set them in those brooks in the spring and take them out in the fall. This would
provide them with even more data on these brooks. If everyone is interested in doing that then he will

contact USFWS and get the equipment from them. Bob asked if there was any cost with this. Joe said no.

- 2016 Activities- Discussion (follow-up from last meeting)

Bob said one of the things they talked about at the last meeting was what they had learned from the last
Yankee Woodlot walk and how they could do another one and make it even better. He said they hadn't
really set a date and time for the next one but they were thinking in 6 months or so. It was also mentioned
getting the Extension office more involved and a little earlier next time. They also talked about being
more aggressive with the advertising and signage for the event. Joe said hopefully by then the SPARC
group will be going full force and also getting Denise at the recreation center more involved as well. Joe
also mentioned getting it out there on social media because it would reach so many more people. Tristen
said she could work on that and also connect with Skowhegan Main Street on it as well. Tristen also
asked what was happening with the bridge work on the Yankee Woodlot. Joe said they weren't really able



5)

6)

to do much this winter because of the weather so they will probably be looking at springtime on that.
They are hoping to be able to put something in that is 48" wide with some better railings on it.

- Derek- Lake George news and changes.
They will check in with Derek the next time he is here.

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:

Joe said on February 20, 2016 @ 10:00 am he will be doing an apple tree renovation workshop at the
Yankee Woodlot. Also they will be doing an invasive plant workshop there in June.

Joe reminded everyone that the winter carnival at Lake George will be on February 6, 2016. Hopefully
the weather cooperates.

On February 18, 2016 Somerset Woods will be doing a snow shoeing walk on the Philbrick Trail starting
at 9:30 am.

March 5, 2016, Somerset County Soil & Water will be doing a succession planning workshop for
woodland owners at the Parkman Town Office. The cost for this workshop is $40.00.

The Maine Water Conference will be in March as well. As soon as Joe gets the agenda he will forward it
to everyone.

Bob said that Unity College will be having their annual job fair in February. He will send out the date to
everyone once he gets it.

ADDITIONAL MEMBER & STAFF ITEMS:

Tristen asked about old activities that the Conservation Commission was involved with in the past. They
had touched base on it a few months ago about the trees in town and she thought Corey was going to look
into finding the old tree inventory plan they had. Cindy gave them the one Corey had brought into her. It
is dated for 2007. Joe said that could come in very handy in the future if an invasive insect shows up in the
future. Tristen read in the plan where they stated there wasn't enough canopy throughout town. Corey said
they used to have a tree planting program in the past but he thinks the lack of money forced it to stop
awhile ago. What they would do is purchase as many trees as they could within the budget and then they
would have volunteers to help the highway department go around and plant them where taxpayers had
requested them. Joe said maybe they could look into using some of the commission's money to help get
that started again. Corey said maybe he could talk to Greg Dore about getting that going again as well.
Bob also suggested getting volunteers from the jail as well.

Tristan asked if anyone knew where she could get a good map printed of the trail behind the school that
they are working on. Joe said the best thing to do would be to go see Jeff Hewett in the Economic
Community Development Office down the hall.

Motion by Bob McGorty to adjourn at 6:43 pm. Seconded by Joe Dembeck. Motion passed 4-0.

Next meeting scheduled for March 1, 2016.

Minutes approved March 1, 2016

Chairman




