
TOWN OF SKOWHEGAN
HERITAGE COUNCIL

Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, April 5, 2016

Council Room, Municipal Building
5:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Gail Kay, Chairman
Shirley Whittemore, Vice Chairman
Judie McCarthy , Secretary
Katie Ouilette
Robert Washburn
Cynthia Kirk, Recording Secretary

ABSENT:
Carol Lam
Jessica Dionne
Theresa Taylor
Evalyn Bowman
Andre Pied
Andrew Russakoff

PUBLIC PRESENT: None

1.  Call to order & quorum
     Meeting called to order at 5:05 pm, quorum was not present.

2.  Minutes of the February 2, 2016 and March 1, 2016 Heritage Council Meetings to be 
approved.

   Quorum was not present.

3.  Items for Discussion:
A. Dudley Corner Schoolhouse

Shirley asked when then can plan a time to get the items out of the Mechanic Street 
School and move them to the Dudley Corner School.  Rob suggested meeting over there 
before the next meeting and they can get it done.  Everyone agreed that that would work.
So everyone will meet at the Mechanic Street School at 4:00 pm on May 3, 2016 to 
move the items.  Katie said she will bring their truck.  

B.  Local Cemeteries
     None

C.  Interviews with senior citizens
Judie said they are all set to start interviewing and asked Shirley who they want to start 
with.  She suggested redoing Dale Watson's interview since that is one they lost.  



 D.  Abner Coburn Day
 -Review of the event
Rob said this year's event was the best so far and to have Bill Green's Maine do a story 
on it was wonderful.  They are also all set to hold next year's event at the Margaret 
Chase Smith Library.  

4. Items by Members:
 Rob showed everyone an old letter he has purchased that was addressed to Abner 
Coburn. Gail asked how he came across that.  Rob said that after Abner Coburn Day the person 
that had this had contacted the town to see if they wanted to buy it from them.  Christine 
Almand directed them to him to see if he was interested in purchasing it which he did.  The 
letter is date 1835 so that was before they had stamps and envelopes.  They just used to fold the 
letter itself into an envelope.  The letter is from an attorney named George Coffin. The letter i s 
about Abner Coburn and a land purchasing deed. The person he bought it from said that he also 
has some other letters but Rob didn't recognize any of the names. Judie asked Rob what he 
does with letters like that.  Rob said he has a massive collection that takes up about 3 rooms in 
his house and he files them away. 

Rob asked if they should thinking about increasing their membership for the council so 
they can actually get a quorum at meetings. Also if Abner Coburn Day grows and they have 
more events for that there just isn't enough of them coming to meetings to get things done. 
Judie asked what they would have to do to be able to increase their membership.  Cindy 
explained that they currently have the maximum number of members right now with 11.  They 
would have to have some members resign before new ones could join.  In June the terms for 
Katie and Carol expire and they will have to decide if they want to stay on.   

Boston Post Cane- Rob said not much has happened yet with this but he has spoken with 
Christine Almand and she is looking into seeing if there are any funds that they could use 
towards this.  Rob also said he is planning on speaking to the Lacasses' that make the bats in 
town to see if there is any sort of replica of the cane that they could make for them to give to 
the recipients.  

Cindy let them know that she will not be at next meeting on May 3rd.  Dena will be here 
instead to cover the meetings.  

 Meeting adjourned at 5:45 pm.

Minutes Approved
May 3, 2016
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____________________________ ______________________________
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