
TOWN OF SKOWHEGAN
PLANNING BOARD

MEETING MINUTES
September 20, 2016

7:00 P.M.
Council Room, Municipal Building

PRESENT:
Todd Smith, Vice Chairman
Steve Conley, Secretary
Harvey Austin
Stephen Gould
Chris Kruse
Joel Greenwood, Planner
Cynthia Kirk, Recording Secretary

ABSENT:
Ned Goff, Chairman

PUBLIC PRESENT:
Randall Gray, Code Enforcement Officer
John Pickett
Willie Boynton
Karen Smith

1) QUORUM:
  Planning Board Meeting called to order at 7:00P.M.  Quorum was present.

  2) MINUTES OF THE September 6, 2016 PLANNING BOARD MEETINGS TO BE 
APPROVED:
Motion by Steve Conley to approve the September 6, 2016 Planning Board meeting 
minutes, as written.  Seconded by Chris Kruse,  Motion passed 3-0-1 (Harvey Austin 
abstained.)

3)    SITE PLAN
  None

4)    ITEMS BY THE PUBLIC:
 None

5)    COMMUNICATIONS:
None

6)    UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
 None
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7)    NEW BUSINESS:
A)  Pre-application review of a proposed subdivision to be located on Oak Pond Road 
and Eaton Mountain Road. 
Willie Boynton gave a description of the proposed subdivision.  It is currently a 355 acre

parcel located between the Oak Pond Road and the Eaton Mountain Road and it is owned by
Robert Garthwaite. He is looking to divide the land into 12 lots.  All lots would be a
minimum size of 10 acres.  There are 3 lots over 40 acres that would not need to be reviewed.
There would be no new roads in the subdivision because all of the lots would have access
from either Oak Pond Road or Eaton Mountain Road.  They are currently doing the soil tests
now and have about half of them completed.  The land is relatively flat. 
 Stephen Gould said his only concern he can see on the plans would be the site distance on

parcel #9 since it is placed on a bend in the road.  Willie said they can certainly check the site
distance on that parcel and let them know what they find out.  There really isn't any hills
there to worry about but there is that small bend in the road.  Stephen Gould said that would
be his only concern because the speed limit on that section of the road is 45 mph.  Chris
Kruse said the property across the road from parcel #9 is owned by his brother and they have
never had any sight issues pulling out of there.  
Harvey asked it this property is in tree growth right now.  Willie said he believes it is.
Harvey asked if the property owner is intending to leave it all in tree growth even after it is
divided.  Willie said he believes so.  Harvey asked if the owner is going to have to do a
forestry plan on each of the lots once it is divided.  Stephen Gould said he believes he will
have to.  Chris Kruse said he doesn't think they would have to do the forestry study until they
go to sell the lot as long as it is 10 acres or more on the lot.  Steve Conley asked what it will
cost the person that buys one of these lots and then wants to build on it.  Randy Gray said
once they were to start building on it then it would need to come out of tree growth.  Mr.
Pickett said the amount that they would have to pay in a penalty to take it out of tree growth
varies per town.  He also said that they could look at making some of those lots bigger so if
someone bought the lot and wanted to build on then they would still have the 10 acres needed
to be kept in tree growth.  Harvey said his thought is that if they are going to leave this all in
tree growth then there should be something stated on the subdivision plan and in the deeds
that lets the people who are buying these lots know about the penalties for taking it out of
tree growth.  That way nobody comes back to them saying they knew nothing about it. Willie
said he will definitely pass this along to the property owner.  Randy said he can get him some
information from the Assessor's office about the tree growth rules. 
Randy asked if the Planning Board feels they need to do an onsite visit to the property.
Steve Conley said he thinks most of them have been by the property and it looks like it will
be a nice location for this subdivision.  Everyone agreed. 

8)     ITEMS BY:
a) SELECTMEN:

None

b) DEPARTMENT HEADS:
None

c) MEMBERS:
Harvey said it is nice to see a new subdivision coming into town.
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d) CHAIRMAN:

e)   STAFF:
Cindy explained that they may need to have a second Planning Board meeting in
October as well with this subdivision.  That meeting would be on October 18, 2016.
She also reminded everyone that the October 4, 2016 will be a joint meeting with the
Selectmen. 

9)   ADJOURNMENT:
Motion by Steve Conley to adjourn at 7:34 p.m., Seconded by Harvey Austin. Motion
passed 5-0.

Minutes approved on October 4, 2016.

___________________________________ ___________________________________
Chairman

___________________________________ ___________________________________

___________________________________ ___________________________________

___________________________________ ___________________________________


