
TOWN OF SKOWHEGAN

ANIMALS AND FOWL ORDINANCE

 Adopt ed July 16, 1973
Am ended Mar ch 8, 1999
Amended June 13, 2022

SECTIO N I. PURPOSE

The pur pose of t hi s Or di nance i s to contr ol dogs and ot her dom esti cat ed anim al s wi t hi n t he Town of  Skowhegan i n
t he i nter est of  healt h, sa fet y and general  wel far e of i ts res i dents  and t hei r ani mal s .

SECTIO N II .  DEFINITIO NS

As  use d  i n  t hi s  art i cl e,  t he  f ol l owing  wor ds  and  phrases  s hall  have  t he  meanings  as cr i bed  t o  them  i n t hi s s ect ion, 
unl ess the context i ndi cat es ot her wi se.

A T  L A R G E :  Shall be i nt ended to mean of f t he prem i ses of t he anim al 's owner , and not under t he contr ol and
res t rai nt of t he anim al 's owner or a m em ber of hi s i m mediat e fami l y, ei t her by l eash, cor d, chai n, " at heel ,"
or  under comm and. This def i ni ti on does  not  appl y t o cat s.

DOG: Sha ll m ean - An ani m al , whol l y or  i n par t , of  the species “Can is f am ilar i s”.

OWNER: Shal l m ean - Any per son or per sons, f ir m , ass ociati on or cor por ati on, owni ng, keep i ng, har bor i ng or
i n poss essi on of , or havi ng t he contr ol of an a n i m a l . “Owner ” shall als o be i ntended to m ean and to i ncl ude t he
par ent or par ent s or guardi an of a m i nor who owns, keeps or has i n hi s posse ss i on an animal. ( To wn M e et i ng, 3-
13-71, §1)

PUBLIC NUISANCE: Shal l m ean - An owner 's f ail ure t o contr ol , r es tr ai n or ot herwi se all ow, eit her by
conduct  or condi ti on, any ani mal to:

a.    Be at lar ge; or
b.    Cause  a  di st urbance  by  excess i ve  and  f requent  bar k i ng  or  noi s emaki ng  whi ch  cr eates  unr easonably 
l oud  and  di st urbi ng  noi ses  f or  a  durati on  of  at  l east  30  mi nut es  cont inuously  or  one  hour  or  m or e
i nterm it tentl y,  near  t he  pr i vat e res idence or  business of anot her or of  any  governm ent or  publi c f acili ty; or
c.   Pr oduce  maggots , fl i es ,  odor s,  or  uncl ean condi t i ons  s uffi ci ent  t o  annoy  or  endanger ad jacent pr oper t y 
owners, res ident s , or  ot her  indi vi dual s who m ay be r easona b l y expose d by such cond i ti ons; or
d.  Chas e  vehicl es  or  m oles t ,  at tack  or  i nterf er e  with  other  per s ons  and  ani mal s  on  publ i c  or  pri vat e
proper t y.

SECTIO N I I I .  LIV ESTOCK , FOWL, or DO MESTIC ANIM ALS
( For pur pose  of  t hi s se ct ion, dom esti c anim al  does  not i ncl ude dogs )

1.    Anim al s kept i nci dent al  to a resi dent i al  use of a propert y.

A.   Any  l ivest ock,  f owl ,  or  dom est ic  anim a ls  shall  be  kept  i n  such  a  manner  as  not  to  const it ute  a 
publi c nui sance.

B.   On  com pl ai nt ,  t he  Anim al  Cont r ol  Off i cer  or  Pol i ce  Of f icer  may  give  not ice  to  any  owner ,  or
per son  keepi ng  t he  li vest ock,  f owl ,  or  dom esti c  anim al  t o  abat e  the  nui sance  wi thi n  ten  (10)
days .



C.  Any vi olati on of t his art icl e af ter ten days by t he owner or person keepi ng suc h l i vest ock, f owl ,
or dom est ic anim als shall be subj ect to a ci vi l f orf ei t ur e i n an am ount not t o exceed t wo hundr ed
dol lar s ( $200.00) .  Each day t he vi ol at i on cont i nues consti t ut es a separate off ense .

SECTIO N IV . DOG S

1.    Barki ng, howl i ng, yel ping dogs.

A.  No per son shall keep or har bor any dog wit hi n t he Town whi ch, by f requent and habit ual
bar ki ng, howli ng, or yel pi ng, creat es unreasonabl y l oud and dist ur bing noi ses f or a dur ati on of
at least 30 mi nutes conti nuousl y or one hour or m or e i nterm it tentl y .  Any person who shall
al low any suc h dog to r em ain, be l odged or f ed wit hin any dwel li ng, bui l di ng, yar d, or enclosur e
whi ch t he per son  occupies or  owns shal l  be consi der ed as  har bor i ng suc h a dog.

B.  Any keeper , holder, or owner of a bar king, howl ing , or yelpi ng dog shal l be subj ect t o a ci vil
f orf eit ur e i n an am ount not to exceed one hundr ed dol l ars ( $100.00) f or each se par ate vi ol at i on.

2.    Rem oval  and di sposal  of dog excrement .

A.  No person shal l cause or per mi t any dog excr em ent to be cast or deposit ed by t he anim al upon
t he premi ses of any publ ic par k, beach, si dewal k, or ot her pr opert y owned by t he Town or upon
any propert y owned by anot her i ndi vi dual  or  busi ness enti t y.

B.  Fai li ng t o i mm edi at el y r emove and l awf ull y di spose of any do g excr em ent left upon any publi c
par k,  beach,  si dewalk,  or  ot her  pr oper t y  owned  by  the  Town,  or  upon  pr operty  owned  by
anot her  i ndi vi dual  or  busi nes s  ent it y  i s  a  civil  vi ol ati on  f or  whi ch  a  f or feit ure  not  t o  exceed
t went y-fi ve doll ar s ( $25.00)  may be adjudge d f or  each of f ense .

C.   This  sect i on shal l be enf or ced by the Ani mal  Cont r ol Of f icer  o r   P o l i c e   O f f i c e r . 
D.  This se ct ion shall not appl y t o a dog , or dogs, i n dir ect char ge of any handi capped per son who,

by r eas on of sai d handi cap, i s physicall y unabl e to compl y wit h t he r equi rements of t hi s art i cl e.




